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Texas Constitution
Since its independence from Mexico, Texas is governed by the 1876 constitution, which is the sixth constitution drafted by the constitutional convention in 1875. It was adopted by Texas in February 1876. Some unique provisions in the 1876 constitution include laws dealing with general land titles, relief from debt, procedures of the judiciary, adoption of marital relations, water and other mineral rights. Other provisions are anchored to the earlier influences of Jacksonian agrarianism and radicalism, issues that were very common before Texas became a state (Vierra 373). Through this section, banks were required to have a stricter separation between church and the state than it previously was. When the Democrats regained control of the legislature and executive in 1874, they replaced the 1869 constitution, which was termed unpopular. Officials were to be elected on a lower salary and shorter terms, removing the voter register, schools to be controlled locally, the executive and legislature to have petite powers, low taxation on residents, limit expenses for the state, and corporations to be strictly controlled.
Like most constitutions of today, this one also began with a list of bills of rights. According to Hanson (161), a declaration was made that Texas was a free state, and all people have equal rights. There were also restrictions on religious tests, illegal searches, no one would be imprisoned for having debt, freedom of speech and press, and the accused was granted rights to be bailed and tried by a jury. There was an article on the legislature, which is a very great detail defined its powers and limitations.
The education system was also changed where there was a requirement to make all public education system not only efficient and quality but also free. A perpetual fund was set aside for the support of this kind of education system (Morrow 18). The state supretentant's office was abolished, and instead, the document created an educations board composed of the secretary, controller and the Governor. The University of Texas was also established due to this constitution and also made it a requirement for the establishment of a higher learning institution to be used by the black youth. For financial support of the university, one million acres of land were set aside by the constitution, and all proceeds and sales from this land were to be deposited in the university's account. 
On separation of powers, the constitution directed that the powers of government be divided into three separate departments. Each department was to specifically handle its own specific issues. Executive issues were to be handled by the executive, legislative issues were to be handled by the legislature and the judiciary was tasked to oversee and solve all judicial issues. This principle of power separation prevents one branch from becoming too powerful. The 1876 constitution formulated a legislative unit with two houses, the senate and the house representatives. The senate was to have thirty-one members while the second house would have one hundred and fifty members or less. Senators were to serve four years, while representatives would serve two years. To ensure checks and balances, for the first sixty days I office, legislatures were to receive commuter allowances of five dollars or less per session and sixty dollars a month for the rest of the term. The legislative arm of the government was to only meet twice a year, could not be allowed to have a debt of over 200,000 dollars and were not allowed to rent out an office for more than two years. All sittings were also to happen in Austin (Hooks 204). 
The executive was provided for by the constitution to have seven office-governors, a lieutenant governor, the state secretary, controller of public resources, the treasurer, and commissioner in the office of the land, and the attorney general (Miller 158). With the exception of the secretary of state, the rest were to be elected in a voting system. On checks and balances, the salary for the governor was reduced from 5000 to 4000 dollars and he was given the power to call special sessions for the legislature, involve the militia in maintaining law and order, and in using force to chase away rough Indians. He was also given powers to appoint certain positions. The Governor could however be removed from office if two-thirds of members from both houses supported the motion. 
For the judiciary, the constitution provided a supreme court, court of appeal, district courts, county courts, 	and justices of the peace. A popular vote was to elect all judges, with supreme and appeals court judges serving for six years, district court judges serve four years, and all other judges serving for two years. One of the major examples of separations of powers and checks and balances was recently experienced on 10th September 2019 during a voting discrimination suit before the subcommittee of the constitution, civil liberties and civil rights of the judiciary committee representatives’ house. It was unanimously concluded that the voting rights bill embedded in the 1876 constitution be upheld and all the accused given an extra five days to complete their defense.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]To summarize, the 1876 constitution is anchored on exclusive human rights. All people should be treated the same. Education was also given top priority in this constitution. Integrity was embedded in the constitution through checks and balances to the three different arms of government. This explains why even in today’s Texas, transparency and integrity are still upheld which minimizes misuse of public resources.
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